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“Differential Mode of Association” : The Construction of the Ripple Model in Chinese

Relational Communication and the Communicative Ethic of "Extending Oneself to Others"

Xie Qingguo, Wu Xiaojun

Abstract: How humans achieve coexistence from a multicultural perspective reflects different communication ideas
and value positions. Hierarchical differential order is a universal form of human relational communication. Rooted
in China’s social structure, Fei Xiaotong’s “differential mode of association” embodies indigenous communication
wisdom that maintains relational order on the basis of disparities and realizes harmonious coexistence. Taking this

(FEAE 27 1)
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Counter-Algorithmic Public Relations: Positive Public Relations Pathways for Breaking
Information Cocoons

Chen Xianhong, Zhang Shuya

Abstract: Research on algorithms and information cocoons has shifted from debating whether information cocoons
exist to systematically examining their conditions of formation, operating mechanisms, social consequences, and
pathways for collaborative governance. By clarifying the major debates in existing studies, this article argues that
information cocoons constitute a relational crisis generated by the interaction among platform business logic, public
selection preferences, and institutional environments. Algorithmic values and human nature therefore provide
fundamental perspectives for understanding the problem of information cocoons. In response to algorithmically
driven information cocoons and relational crises in intelligent communication, this article draws on positive public
relations theory to construct an “algorithmic public relations—counter-algorithmic public relations” Taiji model of
intelligent communication. The model reveals the internal tension and possible adjustment mechanisms between
the logic of algorithmic efficiency and the logic of public value. The article further explores positive public relations
pathways for breaking information cocoons from three dimensions, which are organizational Al responsibility, publics’
algorithmic agency, and collaborative governance among environmental actors. In doing so, it provides theoretical
support and practical directions for building a sustainable intelligent communication order in which multiple actors
coexist in harmony.

Keywords: positive public relations; anti-algorithmic public relations; information cocoon; algorithmic values;
Taiji model of intelligent communication

Authors: Chen Xianhong, School of Journalism and Information Communication, Huazhong University
of Science and Technology; Zhang Shuya, School of Journalism and Information Communication, Huazhong
University of Science and Technology.

(EES15m)

as the theoretical foundation, this study adopts ideological tracing, logical analysis and theoretical construction to
propose the ripple model of Chinese relational communication. Guided by the communicative ethic of "extending
oneself to others", this model follows an internal logic of two-way subject construction, contextualized communication
and gradual expansion of social circles, and presents the communication features of Chinese culture rooted in
interpersonal ethics and oriented toward harmony. On this basis, the study holds that expanding equal collective
existence, establishing flexibly adjustable communication boundaries, and balancing differential ethics and egalitarian
values are vital inspirations derived from traditional Chinese communication wisdom to tackle the dilemmas of
relational communication in the digital age.

Keywords: differential mode of association; the ripple model; Chinese relational communication; extending
oneself to others

Authors: Xie Qingguo, School of Journalism and Communication, Xiamen University; Wu Xiaojun, Institute of
Communication Studies, Xiamen University.
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Positive Emotion: The Emotional Idea of Public Relations and Its Value Guardianship

Liu Xiaocheng, Xia Pengyu, Wang Hao

Abstract: Discussions of emotion in contemporary public relations scholarship are gaining increasing prominence.
However, existing research has largely focused on the application and effectiveness of emotion in specific public
relations practices, while a systematic examination of emotional issues within public relations itself remains lacking.
From the perspective of theoretical development, four intertwined emotional ideas have emerged throughout the
history of public relations, namely instrumental, relational, critical and positive ideas. At the same time, the field
faces practical dilemmas such as organization-centrism, functional anomie, and the misalignment of ethical values.
With the profound transformation of the communication ecology, emotion is playing an increasingly significant role in
contemporary public relations practice. Based on the positive emotional idea, this paper further proposes the concept
of “positive emotion” in public relations. It differs from the instrumental idea that takes emotion as a manipulative
tool, the functional understanding that regards emotion as a variable in relationship management, and the critical
idea that views emotion as a product of power. This paper stresses that the value of emotion for public relations lies
in its generative role in constructing relationships, thereby contributing to the improvement of social governance
systems with more resilient goverance ideas.

Keywords: public relations; the emotional idea; positive idea of emotion; positive emotion

Authors: Liu Xiaocheng, School of Journalism and Communication, Lanzhou University; Xia Pengyu, School
of Journalism and Communication, Lanzhou University; Wang Hao, School of Journalism and Communication,
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Abstract: As social media technology empowers individuals with discursive power, young people gain greater
opportunities to engage with urban textures and shape city images. Adopting the resilience perspective of coping
and adaptation, and through a social semiotic analysis of urban imagery on the Xiaohongshu platform and in-
depth interviews with young bloggers, this research systematically examines how their mediated practices construct
China's digital urban image through resilient expression under the pressure of a platform society. The findings
reveal that when confronting the invisible pressures of technological power, platform capital, and pan-entertainment
media culture, young bloggers employ visual resistance strategies, which include the proactive practices of "persona
construction" and "algorithms cultivation”, altruistic behaviors based on utilitarian supply-demand relationships, and
meaning production and therapeutic engagement. Ultimately, these practices shape the resilient expressions in the
construction of China's digital urban image from the dimensions of image representation, interactive relationships,
and visual rhetoric.

Keywords: young bloggers; resilient expression; Chinese digital city image

Authors: Chen Huaming, School of Literature and Journalism, Sichuan University; Ye Zheyou, School of
Literature and Journalism, Sichuan University; Ruan Chaonan, Sichuan Online Public Opinion Monitoring and
Research Center.

(BESE 49 )

Neglecting silence obscures a crucial perspective for communication studies to examine the dilemmas of digital
communication. From the perspective of communication studies, this study critically absorbs and expands upon
the theoretical framework of “absence-signal-action” and related ontological discussions in sociology and political
science, aiming to understand the generation, significance, and potential of silence in the digital media environment.
Under the transmission view of communication, treating silence as the “absence of speech (content)”, this study
reflects on theories like the “spiral of silence” that equate it with an empty void of meaning or socio-psychological
withdrawal, and listens to the social voices emitted by silence amidst intertwined power dynamics. The study also
investigates how silence, as a highly context-dependent signifying practice, releases critical signals against the
dominant communication order amid the challenges of the digital age. Finally, based on a discussion of the limitations
of the two aforementioned perspectives, it introduces the ritual view of communication to explore the potential of
silence in identity confirmation, meaning sharing, and connection facilitating within the digital media environment,
thereby restoring the subjective significance of silence. Through this, it re-examines classic issues in traditional
digital communication norms— public and private, public and hidden, rationality and emotion—thereby opening up
diverse theoretical imaginations and practical choices for communication spaces in digital cultural transformations.
Keywords: silence; voice; digital communication; ritual view of communication

Author: Du Xuan, School of Journalism and Communication, Nanjing Normal University.
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The Possibility of “Guerrilla Tactics” : The Informalization of Production and the Order of
“Algorithmic—Locality” in the Micro-Drama Industry

Yu Xin

Abstract: With emerging comparative advantages in autonomy and social embeddedness, the rapid expansion
of micro-drama production has increasingly set it apart from the traditional film and television industry. Operating
through what is known as “guerrilla tactics”, the micro-drama industry relies on a distinct production model, in which
the entry threshold is heavily reliant on geo-familial ties, the knowledge system is built primarily on on-set practice,
and the management model is characterized by individualized integration. This informalization production forms
a structural coupling with platform algorithms’ demands for speed, flexibility, and cost efficiency, giving rise to an
“algorithmic-locality” order. Within this order, algorithms indirectly discipline production through data feedback
and resource allocation, while informalization production, with its extreme adaptability, serves as the organizational
bedrock for algorithmic efficiency. The study argues that “informalization” has shifted from a marginal survival
strategy to a core accumulation strategy actively appropriated and cultivated by platform capital - a production logic
that is becoming widespread across the platform entertainment industry. This finding reveals the mutual penetration
of global algorithmic logic and local social practices, offering a novel framework for understanding the fundamental
restructuring of cultural labor in the digital age.

Keywords: micro-drama; informalization; algorithmic-locality order; production organization logic
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How is South-South "Resonance" Possible? A Study on the Cross—Cultural Marketing

Communication Models of Chinese B2B Enterprises within the Global South Horizon

Yao Xi, Deng Fengfeng

Abstract: Breaking cross-cultural marketing communication barriers is essential for Chinese B2B firms’ strategic
expansion into the Global South amid shifting global dynamics. Using a longitudinal case study informed by value co-
creation theory and the brand resonance model, this paper elucidates the evolutionary mechanism of cross-cultural
marketing communication in Chinese B2B firms by taking FAMSUN as the research object. This study finds that:
first, cross-cultural marketing communication barriers originate from the west-centric structural power asymmetries
and information asymmetry. Second, driven by intensifying cross-cultural adaptation pressures, the dominant logic of
marketing communication shifts from “goods-dominant” to “ecosystem-dominant”, with the model evolving through a
“contact—embedding—symbiosis” rajectory. Third, by leveraging multi-stakeholder value co-creation networks, firms
transcend localized normative barriers and cognitive biases, ultimately facilitating a leap in inter-firm relationships
from calculative trust to identity-based “brand resonance”.

Keywords: cross-cultural marketing communication barriers; cross-cultural marketing communication models;
multi-stakeholder vallue co-creation; Global South; B2B firms

Authors: Yao Xi, Center for Media Development Studies; School of Journalism and Communication, Wuhan
University.Deng Fengfeng, School of Journalism and Communication, Wuhan University.
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Constructing a Global Competence Model and Cultivation Pathways for International
Journalism and Communication Talent from a Demand-Side Perspective: A Content

Analysis of Job Postings from 45 Media and Platform Organizations

Qi Yalin, Sun Hongfei, Qiao Yawen

Abstract: Cultivating high-quality international journalism and communication professionals is both a national
strategic priority and an imperative of contemporary development. From the perspective of global competence,
this study employs content analysis to examine 168 recruitment positions for international communication across
45 Chinese media organizations and digital platform companies. Based on the empirical findings, it systematically
identifies the market's core requirements regarding the knowledge, competencies, and professional qualities expected
of international journalism and communication professionals. Building upon these findings, the study develops an
innovative competency model for international journalism and communication professionals to explain the structural
relationships among the competencies required in the context of digital, intelligent, and global communication,
thereby depicting a comprehensive competency framework for outstanding international communication
professionals. Furthermore, the study proposes targeted strategies for improving talent cultivation in Chinese
universities by aligning educational practices with evolving industry demands. It seeks to transform dynamic demand-
side changes into concrete pathways for supply-side reform in higher education, thereby providing both theoretical
support and practical implications for addressing the fundamental questions of what kind of professionals should be
cultivated and how they should be trained.
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