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“Folded Time” in Media Primitivism: A Reverse Infrastructure Analysis of Newsletter

Actions

Qiu Yunxi

Abstract: Existing research on “media time” has adhered to a linear conception of time, where time is considered
a constant that flows uniformly, treating all individuals equally. This paper argues that time in the digital intelligence
ecosystem should be regarded as a variable with “folds” rather than a constant. Through a “reverse infrastructure”
analysis of four content-pushing platforms—Substack, Xiaobaotong, Bulletin, and WeChat Official Accounts—
this study reveals that the newsletter, as a form of media nostalgia, is an evolution and innovation based on email
infrastructure invented 50 years ago. Its core lies in the structural adjustment of the “writers-readers relationship”
within the context of algorithmic saturation and the explosion of generative Al technologies. Media time plays a
crucial explanatory role in this relational adjustment: newsletters incorporate the temporal affordances of past
and future, closed and open, asynchronous and synchronous, as well as private and public into the design of the
information infrastructure. The concept of “folded time” manifests in the navigation and interweaving of these four
temporal affordances within the newsletter ecosystem. “Folded time” not only provides an explanatory framework
for media nostalgia trends such as newsletters, podcasts, and electronic magazines, but also corrects the existing bias
in infrastructure studies that emphasizes space over time. More importantly, the anti-linear, anti-algorithmic, and
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Is a “Sound Utopia” Possible? The Audibility of Podcasts and the Construction of Public
Sound Spaces

Huang Yalan

Abstract: Since 2020, Chinese podcasts have experienced rapid development, characterized by an elite and classical
orientation. This article traces three stages and types of podcasts before 2020: geek radio, commercialized digital
audio content, and podcasts produced by (former) journalists. It then argues that the construction of public sound
spaces has become a defining feature of post-2020 podcasts, distinguishing them from other media and earlier forms
of digital audio. Podcast’s content affordance and interactive affordance enable both in-depth content and active
interaction. This, in turn, reconstructs the tradition of professional public information and dialogue that has been
marginalized in the current digital ecosystem, becoming an important source of the podcast’s nostalgic quality in the
Chinese-language context. Finally, this paper summarizes the unique affordances of podcasts through the concept
of “audibility” and suggests that authentic and aesthetical sound offers a possible approach to revitalizing public life
and the humanistic media tradition.

Keywords: podcast; audibility; media affordance; public sound space; media primitivism

Author: Huang Yalan, School of Journalism and Communications, Jinan University

(43 17 30)

anti-establishment experience of folded time will become the new existential condition for individuals in the digital
intelligence era. The paper concludes with a discussion of potential theoretical directions for exploring “digital
intelligence existence.”

Keywords: Newsletter; time, media nostalgia; affordance; information infrastructure; digital intelligence
existence

Author: Qiu Yunxi, School of Journalism, Communication University of China.
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Arena for International Disputes: Multimodal News Argumentation

Xi Rui

Abstract: As a form of argumentative discourse practice, news that focuses on international disputes plays a
crucial role as an arena for nations to resolve differences of opinion. This role has been further enhanced by the
shift towards multimodal news argumentation, which has been facilitated by the emergence of multimedia. At
present, multimodal argumentation has become a newly rising interdisciplinary field. The paper first conducts a
detailed literature review of multimodal argumentation both domestically and internationally, and then analyzes
the rationale for utilizing the Pragma-dialectics approach in examining multimodal argumentation. A multimodal
corpus, consisting of 36 cartoons on Japan’s nuclear-contaminated water discharge, retrieved from China Daily
and Global Times, has been compiled and examined. This corpus aims to explore the multimodal argumentation
used by Chinese media to defend its position and refute the opposing side. The multimodal argumentation process
is examined from three aspects: reconstruction of argumentation, strategic maneuvering, and evaluation of
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Development and Testing of “Social Media Use” Measurement Scale

——From the Perspective of Cognitive Motivation Theory

Yang Lin, Rao Jintao

Abstract: This study focuses on individuals’ behavioral motivation and behavioral results to develop
measurement tools for social media use accordingly, and to make up for many defects in existing measurement,
such as single dimension and the lack of structure and unknown level to respond to the lagging development of
scales in current social media research. Based on the theory of cognitive motivation, the in-depth exploration of
usage motivation is helpful to comprehensively and systematically understand the essential connotation of social
media usage behavior and the characteristics of the era. The initial scale was compiled on the basis of clarifying
the structural dimensions of the “motivation-behavior” of social media use. Exploratory factor analysis (N=213)
was used to purify the scale, confirmatory factor analysis (N=709) and expert opinion consultation were used to
test the scale. The results show that the measurement dimensions of social media use motivation include self-
building, image building, information acquisition, social interaction and leisure and entertainment with internal
motivation, and public affairs handling, life convenience, economic benefit and loss avoidance and obedience with
external motivation. The measurement dimensions of social media usage behavior include usage diversity, usage
stickiness and interaction degree. Through two questionnaire surveys and statistical tests, the Social Media Use
Motivation Scale and Social Media Use Behavior Scale are developed, which provide tools supportive for relevant
research.

Keywords: social media; motivation; behavior; scale development

Authors: Yang Lin, School of Journalism and New Media, Xi’an Jiaotong University; Rao Jintao, School of
Journalism and New Media, Xi’an Jiaotong University.

( 45 58 1)
Participatory Algorithms: Dual Situations and Resistance Paradox of Algorithmic Actions

Jiang Qiaolei, Xing Fengbin

Abstract: Starting from the lack attention of “situation” perspective in previous research on algorithm users,
this study clarifies two “awareness-action” paths of young users towards short-video recommendation algorithms
based on in-depth interviews and the grounded theory approach. The study finds that the negative experience
situations that stimulate users' algorithm awareness are divided into algorithmic dysfunction at the functional
level and algorithmic disruption at the mechanism level. When there is algorithmic dysfunction, users actively
collaborate with it to maintain recommendation accuracy. When there is algorithmic disruption, users fail to
collaborate due to the unwritable algorithm mechanism and turn to relatively passive self-governance. In the two
situational algorithm actions, users’ resistance intentions and the action results of resistance are not compatible.
It challenges the universality of the theoretical concept of algorithmic resistance, which overly emphasizes user
agency and portrays human-computer interaction as powerful relationships, in the situation of human-computer
symbiosis. The study indicates that “participatory algorithms” should be explored and constructed, so as to
flexibly correct the intrusive algorithm mechanism in daily consultations with users to promote a wider range
and deeper level of human-computer collaboration. Furthermore, it declares the constructive orientation of
algorithm research in humanities and social sciences and places the final focus of critical research on the practical
improvement of algorithms rather than destruction at the discursive level.

Keywords: algorithmic action; algorithmic awareness; algorithmic resistance; short video recommendation
algorithm; the grounded theory

Authors: Jiang Qiaolei, School of Journalism and Communication, Tsinghua University; Xing Fengbin, School of
Journalism and Communication, Tsinghua University.
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China’s International Communication Research in 2024: Deep Interaction, Platform

Society, and the Possibility of “Digital Commons”

Zhang Yugiang, Xue Yuhan

Abstract: The conceptualization and resolution of international communication as an issue are developed within
a specific historical depth logic and a diachronic experiential logic. In 2024, the world enters an era characterized

by deep interaction, with ongoing technological and platform revolutions. China’s international communication

research is oriented towards the contemporary issues and global challenges of “local globalization” and the pursuit of
“commonality”. It endeavors to identify the strategies that China employs to adapt to the new global communication
landscape, to enhance the efficacy of international communication, and to more effectively project its voice on the

global stage. The dialogue between theory and practice is continually expanding. Artificial intelligence technology

offers new avenues for international engagement, while the excavation of local cultural resources bolsters

international communication efforts. Evolutions in practice are stimulating scholars to utilize novel theoretical
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resources to inaugurate fresh academic research perspectives. Consequently, at the level of academic disciplines,
international communication research has transcended the traditional confines of journalism and communication,
with multidisciplinary academic imagination emerging as a significant feature.

Keywords: international communication; deep Interaction; platform society

Authors: Zhang Yugiang, Institute of Communication Studies, Communication University of China; The
National Centre for Communication Innovation Studies, Communication University of China. Xue Yuhan, State
Key Laboratory of Media Convergence and Communication, Communication University of China.

( R4 43 00)

argumentation. The research will contribute to the theorization and advancement of multimodal argumentation.
Moreover, the research results can be applied to enhance the rationality, effectiveness, and persuasive power of
Chinese media’s argumentation in international disputes. This improvement will be beneficial for safeguarding
national interests, defending the national image, maintaining world peace, promoting common development, and
enhancing human welfare in the multimedia era.

Keywords: multimodal argumentation; news argumentation; Pragma-dialectics; Japan’s nuclear-contaminated
water discharge; editorial cartoons

Author: Xi Rui, English Department, Shanxi Agricultural University.
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Re-hidden Affordance of Data: Characteristics of Unauthorized Open Data and its Power
Boundaries in a Platform Society

Fang Yuan, Sun Mingfei

Abstract: Given the contradiction between platforms’ authoritative control over data and the growing data access
demands from third-party actors, an increasing reliance on unauthorized data collection methods has emerged.
Regarding the operational relationship between acquiring unauthorized data and platforms’ power over open data,
as a more hidden form of data flow, it has not been sufficiently explored. Drawing on the data infrastructure in
platform society and the affordance theory, this study aims to investigate the technological interactions between
platforms and unauthorized actors, revealing the hidden characteristics of open data as well as the platforms' power
boundaries. Through a walkthrough method and semi-structured interviews, this study found that unauthorized data
collection is “dual hidden” to both platforms and users. Moreover, actors challenge platforms’ established framework
and recreate technical practices. The accessibility of unauthorized data becomes a manifestation of the re-hidden
affordance of data. Platforms'use and balancing of technology give rise to the ‘layered affordability’ characteristic of
open data, thus forming technological power boundaries. Furthermore, platforms tend to transform the technological
adversarial relationship between platforms and actors into social cooperation, thereby strengthening their power over
data.

Keywords: platform society; open data; affordance theory; platform power; web crawler

Authors: Fang Yuan, School of Journalism, Fudan University; Sun Mingfei, School of Journalism, Fudan
University.
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